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Dear Mr File 
 
RE: HUNTLEE NEW TOWN, BRANXTON – PROVISION OF FURTH ER INFORMATION FOR 
REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
I refer to previous correspondence provided by the Department of Environment and Climate 
Change (DECC) in relation to the review of the environmental assessment (EA) for the above 
mentioned proposal. This was contained in a letter dated 15 February 2008 (Ref: DOC07/50451).  
 
In our review of the EA, the DECC advised that it supported the proposal subject to the following: 
 

- Remediation and rehabilitation of areas of contamination, including within lands proposed 
to be transferred to the Minister for the Climate Change and the Environment. The 
dedication of the lands in their current state has the potential to transfer a significant risk of 
liability to the NSW Government. 

 
- Provision of further information on the conservation offset lands, to enable an adequate 

due diligence assessment to be made by the Department prior to the transfer of these 
lands to the Minister for the Climate Change and the Environment. 

 
- Modification to the lands to be transferred as part of the Huntlee Conservation Area. 

Portions of the lands proposed for transfer are considered to be unsuitable for addition to 
the NSW Conservation Reserve system. This is due to, inter alia, the configuration of 
some of the land, some areas being of limited ecological value, and the ability to manage 
and maintain the land in perpetuity for conservation purposes. 

 
- Additional measures to ensure the protection of Persoonia pauciflora, including minor 

modifications to the concept plan. 
 

- Ensuring that several Aboriginal cultural heritage issues are addressed through the 
development of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plan. 

 

Michael File  
Director Strategic Assessment 
Department of Planning 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
 
Attention: David Gibson 
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To relation to the matters raise above, we provide the following information and assist the 
Department of Planning in its deliberations. 
 
Proposed DECC Huntlee Conservation Transfer Lands 
 
As described in DECC’s review of the EA, modification to the lands to be transferred to the DECC 
estate as part of the Huntlee Conservation Area was requested. In this regard, a revised plan has 
been produced for consideration and is shown in Attachment 1.  
 
To enhance protection of the largest remaining populations of Persoonia pauciflora on the 
Huntlee site, minor modifications to the concept / zoning plan (as detailed in the EA) are proposed 
in the vicinity of the Hanwood Estate along Wine Country Drive (refer to Attachment 1). 
 
Management of lands requested to be excluded from the proposed transfer lands (that is, the 
riparian corridors, areas north of Black Creek), may be better facilitated by Cessnock City Council. 
 
The DECC therefore requests the support of the Department of Planning to alter the footprint of 
the developable lands to that proposed in Attachment 1. Such an alteration provides for 
approximately 803ha of conservation land and an approximate reduction in potential developable 
land of 8ha in the vicinity of the Hanwood Estate / Wine Country Drive to enhance protection 
Persoonia pauciflora habitat. The proposed residential development of this area would be subject 
to the adequate remediation of the adjacent coal reject stockpiles. 
 
Contamination and Remediation of Proposed Conservat ion Lands 
 
Recent on-site inspections of the Huntlee Conservation Area by DECC staff have identified 
significant areas of contamination and disturbance from former mining and land management 
activities. These include mine subsidence ‘sinkholes’, coal emplacement areas, derelict buildings, 
quarries and significant areas of weed infestation, especially along Black Creek. The majority of 
these areas are contained within Lot 2 DP1042140, and shown in Attachment 1. Photographs of 
several of these features are also presented within Attachment 2. 
 
The dedication of the lands in their current state has the potential to transfer a significant risk of 
liability to the NSW Government. As noted in DECC’s review of the EA, it is requested that any 
areas of contamination / disturbance should be remediated / rehabilitated to a standard deemed 
suitable by DECC prior to transfer. 
 
It should be noted that these areas form an integral component of the environmental offset 
scheme as described in the Deed of Agreement. Appropriate remediation of these lands will be 
an important part of ensuring that the intent of the Deed is achieved.  
 
Persoonia pauciflora 
 
A number of commitments for the protection and management of Persoonia pauciflora are 
identified in the Deed of Agreement and have been agreed to by the proponent in subsequent 
meetings with DECC staff. These include the provision of 30 metre wide fencing of the protection 
of remaining individuals and collection of seeds from individuals within the development area (in 
consultation with DECC) for use in propagation trials. Based on information currently available to 
the Department, these above mentioned commitments have not been met as yet. 
 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
 
As described in DECC’s review of the EA, a number of deficiencies / issues in regards to 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage were identified. We take this opportunity to highlight that a 
comprehensive consultation program should occur with the Aboriginal community. In this regard 
the proponent should refer to the DECC Interim Community Consultation Guidelines for 



 

 

Page 3 

Applicants to ensure that the views of the broader Aboriginal community have been sought and 
fully considered. 
 
Contamination (former Ayrfield Colliery) 
 
The DECC reinforces its view that development of the Huntlee New Town is only acceptable if the 
former mine site is rehabilitated to a standard suitable for its final land use. We consider that the 
remediation works necessary to ensure that the site is suitable for the proposed use can be 
managed under the current planning assessment process, including through State Environmental 
Planning Policy (SEPP) 55. A further detailed assessment of this issue is provided within DECC’s 
assessment of the EA. 
 
 
To facilitate further discussion of the matters raised above, please contact Ms Diane Crosdale, 
Unit Head Planning - Hunter on 4908 6825 or email diane.crosdale@environment.nsw.gov.au  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
GARY DAVEY 
Director North East Branch 
Environment Protection and Regulation  
 
Enclosure:  
Attachment 1 –  Proposed DECC Huntlee Transfer Lands 
Attachment 2 –  Photographs of contamination, mine subsidence,  

and disturbance within Huntlee Conservation Area 
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Attachment 1 
 

PROPOSED DECC HUNTLEE TRANSFER LANDS 
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Attachment 2 

 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF CONTAMINATION, MINE SUBSIDENCE,  

AND DISTURBANCE WITHIN HUNTLEE CONSERVATION AREA 
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Photograph 1 – Mine Subsidence Sinkhole (LOT 2 DP10 42140) 
 

 
 
 

Photograph 2 – Derelict Bathhouse (LOT 2 DP1042140)  
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Photograph 3 – Weed Infestation, Black Creek (LOT 2  DP1042140) 
 

 
 

Photograph 4 – Disused Quarry (LOT 2 DP1042140)  
 

 


